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the Residents at the courts of Gwalior and Nagpoor, both pointed out the aid to be derived by a connexion with Bhopal.
In relation to the proposed renewal of the attack on Bhopal, it is of value to adduce the statement of Captain J. G. Duff, (98) who, when Resident at the Court of Satara, had the means of knowing what was the nature of the proposed renewal of hostilities by the Mah-rattahs against BhopaL He states that " Lord Hastings obtained information, that a negotiation for a treaty, offensive and defensive, was in progress betwixt Sindiah and Raghojee Bhonslah (the Nagpoor Rajah), and also between Sindiah and the minister of Toolsee Bye Holkar (99). These negotiations were the preclude to the "treaty of confederacy, of which the first article, expressed the determination of these princes, to serve and obey the Peshwah. (100) fc The Marquess/' he further states, " learnt that Sindiah, who had made great efforts against Bhopal the preceding year, was determined to renew the siege; that, in its exhausted state, even the heroism of Vizier Mahomed must prove .unavailing; and, finally, that this chief earnestly solicited to be taken under
(98)    History of the Mahrattahs, vol. 3. p. 391.
(99)    Thus forming a triple alliance.
(100)    This may be considered the ground-work or prelude to the Mahrattah War of 1817-1818, in which the Peshwah made the first hostile attack at Poonah on the 5th November, 1817.